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EAGLE  ANTICS  IN  CONTRA  COSTA  COUNTY 

Martin t oTIf  1 April  6’  whi*eJ  di;ivinS  through  the  Briones  Hills  from 

Eagle *  1 * * * Lafayette,  we  were,  suddenly  stopped  by  the  antics  of  a Golden 

The  eagle  when  first  seen,  was  about  two  hundred  vards  east  of  the  road 
and  traveling  from  south  to  north.  It  folded  its  wings 'and  dived  toward  the 
giound.  V\  hen  about  titty  feet  off  the  ground  it  opened  its  wings  and  leveled 

fMrlpHd  t hen  Z00mec  upward  When  the  upward  flight  was  started  it  again 
folded  its  wing's  and  continued  upward  until  its  momentum  was  lost,  where- 

aga‘n  p uns'£d  iow,n  toward  the  ground.  It  rose  several  hundred  feet 
nto  the  air  on  each  of  these  zooms.  At  times  its  upward  flight  path  was 
beyond  the  vertical  so  that  the  eagle  was  actually  on  its  back. 
mraIh!S  maneuver  was  repeated  about  six  times  over  a distance  of  about  a 
l a T/us  distance  carried  it  over  a small  hill,  across  a small 

\ alley  to  another  hill  The  eagle  then  came  to  rest  on  the  ground,  possibly 
to  recouperate  from  its  exertions.  J 

nf  TIT  a a°U^  t0,  leaV!’  .another  eagle  rose  up  from  the  north  slope 

thing  in  ite  talons d S &1'ted  °Ut  m a south  easterly  direction,  carrying  some- 

Fortunately  its  flight  path  paralleled  the  highway  so  that  we  were  able 

, ab°Uh  tW°  m'lef  °n  T'  road-  Then  the  eagle  seemed  to  strike, 
a downdraft  m a valley  as  it  lost  altitude  and  circled  quite  a few  times  At 
this  time  it  was  low  enough  for  us  to  observe  that  it  was  carrying  a Ground 

fnnarenUv  rhl -e  ,was  frfch"8>  a Red-tailed  Hawk  made  several  passes  at  it, 
appaiently  trying  to  get  at  the  squirrel. 

The  eagle  finally  got  enough  altitude  to  straighten  out  in  a westerly 
direction.  We  again  followed  it  in  the  car.  Then,  after  about  a mile,  the  eagl'e 
leversed  its  course  and  returned,  flying  in  an  easterly  direction,  with  the  first 
eagle  diving  on  it.  They  eventually  passed  out  of  sight  to  the  east  with  the 
first  eagle  still  diving  on  the  other  which  was  still  carrying  the.  ground 
squine  . R.  R.  Delareuelle 

PHAINOPEPLA 

i ' PHAINOPEPLA.  one  of  the,  if  not  the  most  popularly  sought  after 
bird  on  the  Arroyo  Mocho  field  trip. 

It  belongs  to  the  Pitlogonys  family.  Most  of  the  species  of  this  family 
are  found  m the  tropics.  The  sub-species  we  have  here  is  the  Northern 

I nainopepJa:  J nainopepla  nitens  lepida  Van  Tyne. 

It  is  in  a separate  family,  between  the  waxwings  and  the  shrikes.  It 
is  closer  to  the  waxwing  in  relationship.  It  is  not  a flycatcher,  although  it  is 
often  called  “Silky  Flycatcher”. 

Grinnell  and  Linsdale  in  “The  Distribution  of  the  Birds  of  California” 
gi\e  its  geographic  range  as,  and  I quote:  “North  from  Mexican  boundary 
over  Colorado  and  Mojave  Deserts  east  of  Sierra  Nevada  as  far  as  “Morans” 

(Benton  Station),  Mono  County;  *****West,  at  least  in  summer,  to  include 
coastal  slope  of  southern  California,  and  northwestern  along  inner  coast 
ninges  as  lar  as  Alameda,  Contra  Costa  and  Solano  countries;  (buL  no  <>-ood 
record  known  to  us  for  coast  belt  north  of  San  Francisco  Bay);  north  spar- 
mgly,  through  the  Great  Valley  to  its  head  in  Tehama  and  Shasta  counties.” 

Bessie  W.  Kibbe 
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APRIL  FIELD  TRIP 

On  Sunday,  the  11th  the  trip  to  the  McCoy  Ranch  on  the  Arroyo  Mocho 
near  Livermore  was  taken.  This  trip  was  initiated  in  May,  1929  at  the  invita- 
tion of  Mr.  C.  H.  McCoy,  and  has  been  enjoyed  more  or  less  regularly  since 
then.  Mostly  the  same  birds  have  been  seen.  However  this  year  because  of 
the  cold  weather,  (a  trace  of  snow  was  still  on  the  hills),  the  colorfull  Black- 
headed Grosbeak,  the  Western  Tanager,  and  the  Bullock  Oriole  were  sought  in 
vain.  On  the  way  out  Mr.  Adamson  reported  seeing  one  of  the  latter.  Last 
year  an  Oriole’s  nest  was  found.  A nest  of  the  Western  Meadowlark,  artfully 
concealed  under  a mound  of  tall  grass,  with  five  brown-spotted  eggs  in  it, 
survived  the  many  steps  that  might  have  walked  unknowingly  over  it. 

After  much  despair,  the  Phainopeplas,  seen  no  where  else  on  our  trips, 
were  discovered  in  the  oak  trees,  and  displayed  themselves  on  the  tall  branches 
silhouetted  against  the  blue  sky  for  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

The  weather  tho  threatening  at  times  and  a little  windy,  settled  into  a 
beautiful  day,  with  the  green  hills,  the  splashes  of  wild  flowers,  and  the 
blue  sky  adding  much  to  the  enjoyment. 

40  Members  and  guests  were  present;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adamson,  Bozant, 
Kilham,  Leffler,  Millard,  and  Myer;  Mesdames:  Clear,  Ewing,  Puig,  Richardson, 
Stone,  and  Stowell;  Misses:  Larson,  Mateson,  Nigro,  Paroni,  Rinehart,  Sterne, 
and  Young;  Messrs:  Baukol,  Butler,  Cagnone,  Carson,  Curl,  Dubois,  Gustafson, 
Mayers,  Peterson,  Robinson,  Schulz,  Scott,  Thompson,  Tobisch,  and  Will. 

The  following  54  spieces  were  seen; 


Turkey  Vulture 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Prairie  Falcon 
Sparrow  Hawk 
California  Quail 
Killdeer 
Mourning  Dove 
Road-runner 
Anna  Hummingbird 
Red-shafted  Flicker 
California  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Nuttall  Woodpecker 
Black  Phoebe 
Say  Phoebe 
Western  Flycatcher 
Violet-green  Swallow 


Rough-winged  Swallow 
California  Jay 
Yellow-billed  Magpie 
Crow 

Plain  Titmouse 
Bush-tit 
House  Wren 
Bewick  Wren 
Mockingbird 
California  Thrasher 
Western  Robin 
Western  Bluebird 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Phainopepla 


Audubon  Warbler 
House  Sparrow 
Western  Meadowlark 
Brewer  Blackbird 
Bullock  Oriole 
House  Finch 
Pine  Siskin 
Green-backed  Goldfinch 
Lawi’ence  Goldfinch 
Spotted  Towhee 
Brown  Towhee 
Lark  Sparrow 
Rufous-crowned  Sparrow 
Oregon  Junco 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow 


Loggerhead  Shrike 

Orange-crowned  Warbler  Lincoln  Sparrow 
Myrtle  Warbler  Song  Sparrow 

Two  Cinnamon  Teal  were  seen  near  the  hig'hway  near  Dublin. 

C.  Laurence:  Curl.  Leader. 
SPECIAL  SHORE  BIRD  TRIP 


On  Sunday,  April  18th,  a field  trip  was  taken  to  Bay  Farm  Island.  The 
party  met  at  Santa  Clara  and  High  at  9:15  a.  m.  preceeded  to  the  pond, 
then  along  Doolittle  Rd.  and  later  in  the  hope  of  seeing  Snowy  Plovers  went 
to  the  West  end  of  Alameda.  The  species  was  not  found  but  Sanderlings 
were  added  to  the  day’s  list.  Mr.  Scott  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  reported  the  Lesser 
Yellow-legs.  There  were  forty-five  members  and  guests  present. 

Tide  — 6:28  a.  m.  PST,  Height  4.9  ft.,  1:35  p.  m.  PST,  Height  0.5. 

Thirty-nine  species  were  observed. 

Great  Blue  Heron,  American  Egret,  Mallard,  Baldpate,  Shoveller  and  Scaup 
Ducks;  Coot,  Semipalmated  Plover,  Killdeer,  Black-bellied  Plover,  Long-billed 
and  Hudsonian  Curlew;  Willet;  Lesser  Yellow-legs;  Knot;  Least  and  Red- 
backed  Sandpipers;  Dowitc-her;  Western  Sandpiper;  Marbled  Godwit;  Sander- 
ling;  Avocet;  Western,  Ring-billed  and  Bonaparat  Gulls;  Forster  and  Caspian 
Terns;  Barn  Swallow;  Mockingbird;  Robin;  Water  Pipit;  House  S;  mrrow ; 
Meadow  Lark;  Red-winged  and  Brewer  Blackbird;  House  Finch;  Savannah 

Junea  W.  Kelly,  Leader  and  Historian. 
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AUDUBON  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  PACIFIC 
Treasurer’s  Report  for  1947 

Commerical  account: 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1947 
Receipts : 


Dues  for  1946 

« 1 cn 

a)  Junior 
Dues  for  1947 

a)  Adult  oonrn 

b)  Junior  . 

1 ft  c;n 

c)  Subscription  to  The  Gull 
Dues  for  1948 
a)  Adult 

b)  Junior  o'An 

Birds  of  Mann  County 
Hastings  Fund 

Expenditures: 

Publishing  The  Gull 

Taes  

Stamped  Envelopes  

Dues,  National  Audubon  Assn. 

Janitor’s  Christmas  Gifts  

Hastings  Reservation  (for  banding  fund) 
Miscellaneous 

Balance  in  Commercial  Account 


$282.15 

8.49 
35.44 
10.00 
10.00 

7.50 
17.26 


1948 


$ 59.74 


347.50 


$370.84 

36.40 


Savings  Account: 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1947 
Interest  for  1947 

Total  Assets: 

Commercial  Account 
Savings  Account 
U.  S.  Treasury  Bond 


$ 459.43 
4.59 


$ 36.40 
464.02 
.370.00 


$ 407.24 
$464.02 


$870.42 


January  19,  1948 


(Signed)  Ivander  Maclver,  Treasurer 


Approved  by  Mr.  Harold  G.  Peterson 
April  6,  1948 


Report  on  Membership  — 1947 
Membership  in  force  December  31.  1946 
Membership  in  force  December  31,  1947 


Honorary  4 

Life  7 

Adult  117 

Junior  10 


January  19,  1948  Signed  Ivander  Maclver,  Treasurer 

APRIL  MEETING 

The  367th  meeting  of  the  Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific  was  held 
Thursday  evening,  April  8,  1948  in  the  auditorium  of  Lakeview  School,  Oak- 
land. One  hundred  twenty-seven  members  and  guests  were  present. 

Mrs.  George  C.  Browne  reported  CARE  contributions  in  amount  of  $18.25 
received  at  the  March  meeting.  This,  in  addition  to  money  already  on  hand, 
purchased  two  packages. 
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Establishment  of  two  new  Junior  Audubon  Clubs  in  the  East  Bay  was 
reported. 

New  members,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Johnson  and  Miss  Alice  Sherfey,  both  of 
Berkeley,  California. 

Speaker  of  the  evening,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Dean  Sheldon,  gave  a most  en- 
joyable illustrated  lecture,  “Prospecting  with  a Camera”  and  also  showed 
kodachrome.s  of  the  Audubon  Nature  Camp  at  the  Todd  Wildlife  Sanctuary, 
near  Portland,  Maine.x 

OBSERVATIONS 
Edited  by  Junea  W.  Kelly 

March  31.  One  Whitetailed  Kite,  2 Chipping  Sparrows,  Calaveras  Reser- 
voir, Santa  Clara  Co.,  Florence  Plymell.  April  14,  Male  Yellow-throat,  in 
garden,  Berkeley,  Minnie  H.  Young.  April  10,  Western  Fly-catcher,  Berkeley 
Campus,  Alden  Miller. 

March  14,  One  Cassin  Kingbird,  3 miles  east  of  Moss  Landing.  April  3,  One 
Ruddy  Turnstone,  Cliff  House;  Cliff'  Swallows,  Lake  Merced;  A.  Laurence  Curl. 

April  3,  Four  Rufous  Humming  Birds,  Pile, dated  Warblers,  Regional 
Park;  April  7,  One  Bullock  Oriole;  2 Western  Kingbirds,  Arroyo  Mocho; 
April  11,  Warbling  Vireo  near  Napa;  April  10-24,  Knots,  Bay  Farm  Island; 
April  17,  a pair  of  Black-headed  Grosbeaks,  Ross,  Junea  W.  Kelly. 

MAY  MEETING 

The  368th  meeting  of  the  Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific  will  be  held 
on  Thursday,  May  13,  1948,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Assembly  Room  of  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  at  Larkin  and  McAllister  Streets.  Mi-s.  Harold  A. 
Morse  of  Piedmont  will  give  an  illustrated  lecture,  CALIFORNIA  WOOD- 
LANDS, at  eight  o’clock.  Mrs.  Morse  has  spent  many  years  accumulating  a 
collection  of  kodachrome  slides  of  brilliant  color  and  artistic  composition.  She 
will  place,  before  you  in  their  true  colors  wildflowers  of  the  Bay  area  and  tell 
you  where  you  may  find  the  originals.  She  will  take  you  up  the  Redwood 
Highway,  showing  you  the  native  iris,  the  wild  azalea,  and  the  redbud.  The 
flowers  and  scenes  of  the  deserts  and  mountains  will  give  you  an  immediate 
desire  to  follow  in  her  footsteps  and  see  these  beauty  spots  for  yourselves. 

Members  are  urged  to  bring  guests.  You  will  want  to  share  this  stimulat- 
ing evening  with  your  friends.  — Laurel  Reynolds  Program  Chairman. 

THE  SPECIAL  MAY  FIELD  TRIP 

A trip  to  Napa  County  visiting  Pope  Valley,  Putah  Creek,  and  Lombardi, 
on  the  Silverado  Trail,  will  be  taken  on  Sunday,  May  2nd.  Private  cars  will 
meet  on  the  East  Shore  Highway  beyond  the  University  Ave.  signal  light 
at  6:00  a.m.  Dr.  Eric  Reynolds  will  lead  the  party. 

MAY  FIELD  TRIP  will  be  taken  on  Sunday,  the  16th  to  St.  Mary’s 
College.  Transportation  will  be  by  private  cars.  Those  coming  from  San 
Francisco  will  take  the  8 a.m.  “E”  train  from  the  Key  Terminal  to  Domingo 
Ave.,  Claremont.  One  pick-up  for  the  East  Bay  will  be  there,  the  other 
will  be  at  Broadway  and  College  Ave.  also  at  8:30.  The  route,  to  St.  Mary’s 
is  thru  the  Broadway  Tunnel,  to  Orinda  Crossroads,  then  right  to  Moraga, 
then  left  to  the  College.  Harold  G.  Peterson  will  be  the  group  leader.  Bring 
lunch,  binoculars,  and  interested  friends. 

Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Organized  January  25,  1917 

For  the  Study  and  the  Protection  of  Birds 

President Mrs.  Ethel  Richardson 887  Indian  Rock  Ave.,  Berkeley  7 

Corresponding  Secretary Mr.  Joseph  J.  Webb 519  California  St.,  San  Francisco  4 

Treasurer Miss  Ivander  Maclver 2414  Telegraph  Ave.,  Berkeley  4 

Editor.... .Miss  Minnie  H.  Young 2726  Prince  Street,  Berkeley  5 

Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.  m. 

Assembly  Rcom,  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  Larkin  and  .McAllister  Sts.,  San  Francisco 
Alternate  months  Auditorium  Lukeview  School,  Grand  Ave.,  & MacArthur,  Oakland. 

Joint  membership,  Local  & National  $5.00  per  Year,  includes  Audubon  Magazine 
Local  dues  only,  $1.50  per  year.  Student  Membership,  75  cts. 
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